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I. Review 
 

The conclusion of the research report “Three Exemplar Programs” states that Dawson could 

benefit from the development of a WAC/WID program.  Such a program would support teachers 

who want to introduce innovations in classroom practices where writing is concerned, as well as 

programs that wish to develop curricular changes that aim at improving the literacy and 

communication skills of their graduates.  The report also concludes that as Dawson considers the 

development of the Academic Skills Centre, Writing Centres at other colleges provide interesting 

models, particularly in two areas: the expansion of forms of supplemental instruction already on 

offer at the ASC, such as peer tutoring and program-specific labs; and the development of 

opportunities for collaboration between faculty and ASC professionals. 

 

The development of a WAC/WID program would be consistent with earlier progressive 

initiatives in writing instruction at Dawson that we have drawn attention to in other sections of 

this research.  A coherent writing program, as we asserted in “Programs,” would provide a nexus 

for the generation of cross-disciplinary initiatives.  It would ensure that these local initiatives are 

maintained over time, are publicized widely, and can be built upon by others. 

 

The literature on WAC/WID program development is consistent on the question of process: begin 

with faculty workshops; move – slowly - to curricular innovations that are appropriate for your 

college’s needs and means; and, eventually, institutionalize at the policy level those features the 

community agrees should endure.  The draft policy developed by the Student Writing Committee 

(available on the committee’s webpage) gives an example of what such a policy might look like.  

The recommendations below sketch out this process over a five year period.  The first 

recommendation alone will be presented as a motion to Senate in September.  The other 

recommendations can be addressed at the appropriate time as Senate sees fit. 

 

The first motion asks Senate to support the development of faculty activities and resources over 

the Fall 2009 and Winter 2010 semesters.  Activities could include a Ped Day session, workshops, 

guest speakers, and, principally, a Faculty Writing Fellows pilot project  (see “Exemplar 

Programs” p.9). 

 

 

II. Recommendations 
 

Fall 2009 
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1. That the Student Writing Committee develop WID faculty resources and activities, 

including a Faculty Writing Fellows pilot project, over the Fall 2009 and Winter 2010 

semesters. 

 

Year 2 

 

2. That Senate oversee the formation of a Writing in the Disciplines Advisory Group with 

faculty representatives from a variety of programs/departments. 

 

Years 3-5 

 

3. That a resource person / WID Coordinator with an appropriate background and 

experience in Writing Studies or a related field be hired to work directly with students, 

faculty and professionals. 

 

4. That the college support the expansion of Academic Skills Centre services and programs 

where writing instruction is concerned. 

 

5. That Senate express a coherent, college-wide approach to literacy and writing instruction 

by way of a student writing policy. 

 

 

III. Motion: Senate, September 10, 2009 
 

“That the Student Writing Committee develop WID faculty resources and activities, 

including a Faculty Writing Fellows pilot project, over the Fall 2009 and Winter 2010 

semesters.” 

 

          Amended motion passed by Senate: 

 

“That Senate advise the Academic Dean to develop WID faculty resources and activities, 

including a Faculty Writing Fellows pilot project, over the Fall 2009 and Winter 2010 

semesters.” 

 

 


