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A. Overview  

The mission of Writing in the Disciplines at Dawson College is to support the development of innovative, 

evidence-based approaches to writing, active learning and critical thinking across departments and 

programs, leading to enhanced student engagement and learning.  WID activities are planned and 

managed by the WID Working Group, which reports directly to the Academic Dean.  Ian MacKenzie and 

Anne Thorpe continue to act as WID Co-directors, and are supported in the WID Working Group by Lisa 

Steffen (History) and Leanne Bennett (Dean, Social Science and Business Technologies). 

2014-2015 was another busy year for WID, with significant developments in two areas in particular. The 

Faculty Writing Fellows transitioned successfully into a year-long experience for participants, and 

department / program level WID projects were successfully completed in Social Science and Nursing.  

Additionally, WID designed and gave new workshops, published more content on the WID@Dawson 

website with an accompanying increase in traffic, and ran the third edition of the annual WID Spring 

Institute in June.  For details on these activities and more, see below. 

B. 2014-15 At A Glance 

 

 Faculty Writing Fellows 

o 6 new Faculty Writing Fellows: Carl Saucier-Bouffard (Humanities), Jean Duclos Alegue 

(Economics), Geoffrey Pearce (Geography), Dipti Gupta (Cinema and Communications), 

Karla Gruodis (English), and Eric Van der Wee (Humanities).   

o In the new format, Fellows participated with release for the seminar in the Fall 

semester, and then followed a sequence of consultations over the Winter term as they 

returned to their full course load.  Responses from participant surveys indicated 

unanimous approval for the new format.  All Fellows gave detailed presentations on 

their teaching portfolios at the end-of-semester meeting in May.  



2 
 

o As of W2015, a total of 61 Writing Fellows in 24 different departments / programs. 

o 2014-2015 also saw the submission of most of the outstanding teaching portfolios from 

previous semesters.  Notably, this new work provides for the first time WID ideas, 

materials and approaches for Anthropology, Sociology and Bio-Medical Laboratory 

Technologies. 

 

 Department / Program WID Projects 

o Nursing: Clinical Decision-making and Exam Preparation – This project, led by Robin 

Simmons and Michelle Maguigad (Nursing), examined preparation of Dawson nursing 

students for the provincial nursing order (OIIQ) examination.  Project activities involved 

reading and discussing several current research articles on teaching clinical decision-

making in nursing; designing and running a set of think-aloud simulations of exam 

writing with three student volunteers; consulting broadly with Nursing faculty teams on 

the design of exam questions over the three-year sequence of the program; and the 

writing of a report for the Nursing program.  The exam policy recommendations 

contained in the report were approved unanimously by Nursing faculty at the end-of-

term curriculum meeting, and will be implemented for Fall 2015.  The Nursing program 

also committed to examining frameworks for clinical decision making, and adopting one 

as a program. The full report can be read here. 

 

o Social Science: Rethinking the “Integrative” in the Integrative Seminar – Led by former 

and current methods coordinators Davina Mill (Psychology) and Lisa Steffen (History), 

this project took on the challenging and recurring question of how to best design and 

deliver the capstone research course in the Social Science methods sequence.  Activities 

included an extensive survey of IS teachers; reading and discussion of several scholarly 

sources on integrative learning and research writing, including guidelines, best practices 

and rubrics developed by the American Association of Colleges and Universities 

(AAC&U); and the writing of a report for the Social Science program.  The report was 

well received by the Social Science program committee, and will lead to a sequence of 

three WID workshops for methods teachers in 2015-2016.  The entire report can be 

read here. 

 

 Workshops 

WID designed and developed two introductory workshops for the Kiuna Institution, 

Writing in the Disciplines, Writing at Kiuna, delivered by Ian MacKenzie in October 2014 

and May 2015, each time with the participation of 12-15 Kiuna faculty.  These 

workshops prepared the ground for a Kiuna-WID online community of practice, to be 

initiated for Fall 2015. 

 

 

 

http://writing.dawsoncollege.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Nursing-WID-Report-W2015F.pdf
http://writing.dawsoncollege.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/FinalReportISWID2015.11May.pdf
http://writing.dawsoncollege.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/FinalReportISWID2015.11May.pdf
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 WID Spring Institute – June 3 & 4, 2015 

The third annual, two-day intensive WID workshop for faculty from across the college.  

Led by Ian MacKenzie, with facilitation by Anne Thorpe and Lisa Steffen.   

9 participants from 6 different departments: Humanities, Psychology, English, Computer 

Science, Religious Studies, History. 

 

 WID@Dawson College website 

o New this year was the publication of eight posts on WID news, resources, and issues in 

the “What’s Up WID” section of the site, with an accompanying increase in comments 

and site traffic. Post topics included contrarian positions in recent research on 

plagiarism and academic integrity, as well as the impacts deriving from student use of 

tablets for writing both inside and outside of the classroom. 

o The WID@Dawson College site will undergo a renewal in Fall 2015 to mesh with the new 

Dawson home site.  Thanks to the efforts of Jonathan Perlman on this file. 

 

 WID-related Professional Development 

o Ian MacKenzie attended the Quinnipiac Biennial Conference on Writing and Critical 

Thinking, November 21 & 22 at Quinnipiac University in Hamden, CT.   Highlights 

included an individual consultation with noted composition scholar and keynote speaker 

Kathleen Blake Yancey.  

o Both Anne Thorpe and Ian MacKenzie attended the annual conference of the Society for 

Teaching and Learning in Higher Education in Vancouver, June 16-19.  Ian led a 

roundtable discussion on June 18, “Creating a Community of Writers: Blogging in the 

Active Learning Classroom.”  Read a one-page summary of Ian’s presentation here.  

 

C. Looking Forward 

 

Last year’s annual report identified objectives in program sustainability, research, communication, 

department and program-level projects, and collaboration with partners at other institutions.  We had 

significant success in three of these five areas in 2014-15, thanks to a retooled Writing Fellows format; 

the publication of more teaching portfolios and regular posts on the WID website; and the success of 

WID projects in Nursing and Social Science.   Two of these areas, research and collaboration with 

external partners, supply objectives for the coming year: Defining a research agenda that focuses on the 

Writing Fellows and on program projects, and identifying external collaborators for the WID Spring 

Institute. 

 

 

http://writing.dawsoncollege.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Creating-a-community-of-writers-ONEPAGER.pdf

