
Topics for Essay #1 (choose 1): 
 

1. Duddy Kravitz was sued by a former client for cheating him in a business deal. 
Duddy lost the case. As part of the settlement, Duddy was forced to visit a 
psychologist to determine whether he suffers from “an inability to feel empathy 
for fellow human beings.” You are the psychologist. After studying Duddy’s case 
history (the events you’ve read in the novel), you must write a one-page 
diagnosis. You must decide whether—in your professional opinion—Duddy 
suffers from the aforementioned affliction or not. You must explain why you have 
reached this diagnosis and back it up with specific evidence from Duddy’s case 
history (the novel).  

 
2. You are a marriage counselor. At Yvette’s suggestion, she and Duddy are visiting 

you to try to work out their problems. They want to know the following: if they get 
back together, do they have a chance to make their relationship work? If so, what 
does each of them have to do to ensure that they can be happy together? Or, 
does their relationship stand no chance of “making it?” If you suggest that they 
remain apart, what reasons can you cite for their incompatibility? 
Write a one page “diagnosis” of their relationship. Back up your suggestions with 
specific evidence from their relationship history (the novel). 
 

3. You are a journalist writing for the local community paper, Mel West’s What’s 
What. You are writing a one page feature article on Duddy Kravitz’s business 
exploits. You are not only describing his exploits, you must spin the story in a 
certain way. According to your article, should his business successes be 
celebrated as models for younger entrepreneurs, or should they be condemned 
as examples of an irresponsible businessman? Back up your opinions with 
specific evidence from the research you have done into Duddy’s business 
dealings (the novel).  

 
4. You are a member of the Montreal Jewish community writing a letter to the editor 

of The Gazette regarding Richler’s portrait of the Jewish community in The 
Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz. You must choose one of two positions: either 
you are condemning Richler’s representation of the community, or you defending 
it. If you are condemning Richler’s depiction of the community, you must explain 
what, exactly, you find so offensive about Richler’s portrait. If you are defending 
Richler’s depiction of the community, pretend that you are responding to a 
previous editorial where someone attacked this depiction. In other words, if you 
are defending, you must explain why you find Richler’s portrait to have artistic 
and cultural value. In either case, you must point to specific scenes or passages 
in the novel that you find particularly objectionable (if you are condemning) or 
valuable (if you are defending).  

 
 


