
Final Essay Rough Draft Revision Lab (5% of final essay grade) 
 
Today you will be working on revising your rough draft. You should have come in with a 
complete, or nearly complete rough draft. Your job over the next week is to take the raw 
materials that you have here, and transform them into a polished final draft. Today 
marks the beginning of the process, one that you should continue until next Thursday.  
 

Ø HINT: if you work on revising your essay a little bit every day, you may have an 
easier time. Often, it’s more productive to have a little chunk of revision to do 
every day rather than a big chunk of revision all at once. It depends you on, and 
your own work habits. 

 
IMPORTANT: today we are working on REVISION. This means fixing up the content 
and ideas in your essay. We are not working on EDITING (fixing grammar, punctuation, 
MLA format, etc.). Most of your time between now and the due date should be spent on 
revising. Editing should be your last step, after you have made the content and the 
ideas as strong as possible.  
 
While you should be referring to the hard copy of your essay during this session, and 
making notes on that copy, you will be graded for the work you do on the electronic 
copy of your essay. Therefore, all of the steps below should be carried out on 
your electronic copy. 
 
At the end of the session, you will  

a) print out a copy of your essay WITH THE REVISION NOTES FROM THIS 
SESSION and hand it in 

b) upload a copy of your essay WITH THE REVISION NOTES FROM THIS 
SESSION to the assignments section of LEA 

c) Save a copy of your essay WITH THE REVISION NOTES FROM THIS 
SESSION for yourself 

 
 
 
STEP ONE: DRAFTING YOUR THESIS 
 

Ø Reread your essay, from beginning to end. As you read, underline what you think 
your thesis is.  

Ø When you are done, copy and paste the following 3 questions at the top of your 
essay (underneath your name and everything), and then answer each question. 

 
1. DO I HAVE A CLEAR THESIS STATEMENT IN MY INTRODUCTION? 

 
 
 

2. DOES MY THESIS, AS I HAVE WRITTEN IT, STATE EXACTLY WHAT I’M 
TRYING TO PROVE IN THIS ESSAY, OR CAN IT BE IMPROVED? 



 
 
 
3. WITHOUT LOOKING AT YOUR ESSAY, WRITE THE FOLLOWING IN ONE 

CLEAR AND DIRECT SENTENCE: WHAT AM I ATTEMPTING TO PROVE IN 
THIS ESSAY: 

 
 
 

 
STEP TWO: DEEPENING YOUR ANALYSIS 
 
Go through each of your arguments, paying particular attention to the 
quotations/evidence you have provided. See if you can push your analysis further and 
go deeper in your interpretations. For your analysis of each quotation, ask yourself the 
following questions (in your head; you don’t have to write answers to these): 
 

ü Have I considered the context? 
ü Have I made any factual errors in considering this quote? 
ü Are there any words, images, metaphors, or symbols that are interesting that I 

haven’t spoken about? 
ü Are there any connections to other parts of the novel that I can make that I 

haven’t made? 
ü Rereading this quotation over, do I feel differently about it? Can I add anything? 
ü Do I still agree with what I initially wrote? Or do I think it’s weak? 

 
Ø For your analysis following each quotation, see if you can add or take away 

sentences to strengthen your argument. If you think your argument is good, leave 
it and move on to the next one. If you think any sentences can be taken away (if 
they are repetitive, or not insightful), put [square brackets around them.] If you 
add any sentences, put them in bold. You can also make notes to yourself in 
ALL CAPS. 

 
 
 
STEP THREE: MAKING THE RIGHT CONNECTIONS 
 
Go through your essay again, looking for ways that you could improve the organization 
and logical progression of your ideas. 
 
Make notes to yourself in ALL CAPS. If you see an argument that might be better off in 
a different paragraph, note it. You can formulate these notes as questions (BETTER IN 
PARAGRAPH 2?). If you can think of a connection to something else in the novel that 
you haven’t included yet, make a note of it (RELATIONSHIP TO BREAVMAN’S 
MOTHER IN BOOK 4?). If you find an idea that doesn’t flow logically from the one 



before it, note it (BETTER TRANSITION BETWEEN IDEAS?). In this step, you want to 
make sure you’re making insightful connections in the right places. 
 
 
 
 
STEP FOUR: Thesis, revisited 
 
Go back to step one. Do you still agree with what you wrote for #3? If you think you now 
have a clearer idea of what your essay is about, rewrite your answer for #3. 
 
 
 
STEP FIVE: Write an outline. 
 
It’s much more productive to write an outline after you have completed your first draft. 
As I’ve said all along, you now have a much better idea of where you want to go with 
your paper. Copy and paste the template below to the bottom of your draft, and fill it in. 
If you have been following this process diligently, your outline should NOT exactly follow 
your rough draft, as you have written it above. This should be an outline for how you 
think you will proceed with your final draft (of course, you can change things at any step 
of the way). You don’t have to have 5 body paragraphs or 4 pieces of 
evidence/arguments for each. I’ve given you extra space, in case you need it. 
 
Note: if you have an essay writing template that you normally use and feel more 
comfortable with, feel free to create your own instead of using the one below. It should 
contain similar elements as the template I’ve proved below.  
 
 

Outline for final draft of Favourite Game Essay 
 

• Thesis statement: (should be the same as what you came up with for step one) 
 

• Topic sentence for body paragraph #1: 
 

o Evidence/arguments #1: 
o Evidence/argument #2: 
o Evidence/argument #3: 
o Evidence/argument #4: 

 
• Topic sentence for body paragraph #2: 

 
o Evidence/arguments #1: 
o Evidence/argument #2: 
o Evidence/argument #3: 
o Evidence/argument #4: 



 
• Topic sentence for body paragraph #3: 

 
o Evidence/arguments #1: 
o Evidence/argument #2: 
o Evidence/argument #3: 
o Evidence/argument #4: 

 
• Topic sentence for body paragraph #4: 

 
o Evidence/arguments #1: 
o Evidence/argument #2: 
o Evidence/argument #3: 
o Evidence/argument #4: 

 


