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Exploratory Writing Exercise #1 
(In-Class / At-Home Writing Assignments, 1% of final grade) 

 
Task #1: 
 
You will be assigned one question about the assigned reading from The 
Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz (from page 3, 4, or 5 of your course manual). On a 
separate sheet of paper, freewrite a response to this question. The key to this 
exercise is to write nonstop for the allotted amount of time (about 5 minutes). Don’t 
filter yourself; if any ideas come into your head, write them down. Start off by 
responding to the question, but feel free to move off into another direction or 
tangent while you are writing. You may find that at the end of your answer you are 
talking about something completely different from when you started. This is great. This 
means you have made a connection. You may include citations from the novel if you 
wish (you don’t have to).  
To earn full marks for this task: a) you must write nonstop for the allotted amount 
of time; b) your thoughts must be about the novel. Besides that, I encourage you to 
let your subconscious mind lead you. You may make surprising discoveries.  
I WILL NOT BE MARKING GRAMMAR, SENTENCE STRUCTURE, ETC. FOR THIS 
ASSIGNMENT.  
 
Afterwards, you will share your response with the class in order to provoke discussion. 
 
Task #2: 
 
In the time allotted, write as many questions as you can think of about what you 
have read so far in The Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz. These can be factual 
questions (something you didn’t understand) or analytical questions (something you are 
not sure how to interpret). These can be questions that you do not have answers to, or 
they can be questions that you have answers to, but you are curious how other students 
would answer your questions. You can either write a list of questions, or you can write 
one, two, three, etc. questions and then answer them, or write one, two, three, etc. 
questions and explore what issues are at stake in this question.  
To earn marks for this task you must demonstrate that you are thinking about 
some issues, themes, patterns, connections, and/or contradictions that have 
appeared so far in your reading of the novel. 
I WILL NOT BE MARKING GRAMMAR, SENTENCE STRUCTURE, ETC. FOR THIS 
ASSIGNMENT.  
 
Afterwards, you will share your response with the class in order to provoke discussion. 
 


