
Contemporary American Fiction: Essay #1 Process 

1. Brainstorm/Outline (At-home, due Feb. 24)       2.5 

 

 Brainstorm + Outline      

 

 

 

2. First Draft (In-class, Feb. 19 & 24)        5 

 

 Draft is long enough (1000 words, 4 pages double-spaced)    1 

 Essay contains at least 8 integrated citations      1 

 You’re attempting to respond to the prompt with a focused thesis   1 

 Your analysis demonstrates significant engagement with the novel   2 

 

 

 

3. Revision Notes (At-home, due Mar. 10)        2.5 

 

 Revision notes are completed in their entirety       

 

 

 

4. Final Draft  (At-Home, due Mar. 10)        15 

 

Ideas:           6 

 Your paper puts forward one main argument that responds to the prompt 

 Your thesis responds to “how” and “why” 

 Your ideas are thoughtful, well-reasoned, and logical 

 You have understood the novel 

 You have engaged with the novel in a substantial way 

 You have provided significant analysis of the citations you provide 

 You are making interesting connections between different elements in the story 

 Your ideas are original, interesting, and thoughtful 

 You discuss literary elements as appropriate 

 You consider some of the themes that recur throughout the novel 

 You move logically between ideas and use appropriate transitions 

 

Structure:          5 

 Introduction and conclusion contain necessary elements 

 First sentence of introduction contains author’s name, title, and makes 

statement about general theme of essay you are discussing 

 You have structured your quotation clusters properly 

 You have attached each quotation to a sentence that  

properly introduces or contextualizes it 

 Punctuation before and after citations is correct 

 You use proper parenthetical citations 

 You have a Works Cited in MLA format 

 Your paragraphs are indented 

 You have an appropriate and interesting title 

 

Expression:          4 

 Your sentences are clear, mostly error-free, and easy to understand 

 You have edited carefully for grammatical precision 

 

 

Total for entire Essay #1 process         25 


